Anglican Province of America
LENTEN APPEAL 2021

Dear Clergy and Parish Leaders,
For those who are new to the Anglican Province of America (APA), each Lenten Season,
depending on the year, we have a project to assist a new or a struggling domestic mission with
calling a priest. In other years we have the goal of assisting a foreign mission with a project such
as building a school or a church building. This year’s goal is for a domestic mission and is to
provide a way forward to encourage one of our well-trained young priests to take the challenge of
building a mission church into a self-sustaining parish. So often there are small mission churches
that have the desire but may not have the financial means to take on a priest. That is the purpose
of this Lenten Appeal. It is not to make the rent payment on the building or pay the electric bill
but to provide a living wage to a priest for a specified period of time. The goal is after that time,
the priest would continue at the church and the congregation be able to fully support their priest.
Finding a suitable candidate may take some time and patience must be exercised by the mission
committee (vestry) with advice and consent from the area Dean and the Bishop being a part of
this process. Inviting other clergy from the Diocese (with the Bishop’s permission) to supply
during the ongoing search will help encourage the people while the search process for just the
right man continues. The priest and his family must be willing to live in the church community
or close enough to adequately serve the parish and gain an understanding of the community and
its needs.
This year’s Lenten Appeal is designated for St. James’ Anglican Church, Gloucester, Virginia.
Our goal, as in previous years, is $100,000 for the support of a Vicar, who would relocate to the
area. Generally, he would be compensated at $50,000 the first year, $30,000 the second year, and
$20,000 the third year. The timing of the compensation could be negotiated with the Mission
Church, the APA Treasurer, and the Bishop. Bishop David Haines visited St. James’ Church on
a weekend at my request, to analyze the area demographics, the church facilities, and the 65 acres
of land given to the church a number of years ago. He also talked with the Mission Committee
and met a number of the parishioners. He celebrated and preached as well. He had a positive
impression of the church and the possibilities of it being successful with the right priest.
Although we are in a challenging time, I am confident the Lord is with us and will guide us
through this difficult time. We need to continue in our work for the Lord and his Church no
matter what the issues we may face. We must keep going in our missionary effort especially with
our Lenten Appeal. We have achieved our goals in the past and I am confident this year will be
no exception.
God bless and keep us as we begin this Lenten Season faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Most Rev. Walter H. Grundorf, D.D.
Presiding Bishop, Anglican Province of America
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WHAT IS A GLEBE?
A glebe is farmland traditionally
given to the church to support
and house clergy.

St. James is located on the historic Abingdon Glebe.
The land was first given to the church in the early 1700s
and then gifted to the APA in 2006. Situated on
65 beautiful acres of fields and woods, it contains
a historic glebe house/parsonage, the current church
building, and eight other outbuildings/barns.
Dear Clergy and Parish Leaders,
We are about half-way through the Lenten Season, and I want to issue a reminder to all of
our members how important our Lenten Appeal is for a domestic mission church.
Please pray seriously for the success of our current 2021 Lenten Appeal.
Remember each member setting aside a dollar fifty ($1.50) per day will help us meet this
worthy goal for God’s Kingdom. Our projected goal for this year’s Appeal is $100,000.
It will take all of us of our jurisdiction to make this goal a success.
God bless you and give us all a successful Lent,

